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Year-End Economic Review 
The Maine economy experienced another strong 
year in 1988. Nonfarm employment continued 
to record strong growth, with the most signifi-
cant gains recorded in retail trade, services, 
construction, transportation equipment, and 
electronic and other electrical equipment. As 
a result, Maine's unemployment rate ranks 
among the lowest in the nation. 
Maine's superior economic performance dur-
ing the past year was felt throughout the State. 
Regional differences :n unemployment dimin-
ished as the extremely tight labor markets in 
southern Maine forced employers to look 
north for available labor. 
Civilian Labor Force 
During 1988 employment growth continued 
to outpace civilian labor force gains in Maine. 
Between 1987 and 1988 the civilian labor force 
increased by 2.0 percent, from 587,000 to 
598,900. At the same time resident employ-
ment increased by 2.7 percent, from 561,000 
to 576,000. 
While the number of people in the civilian 
labor force increased by 11,900 between 1987 
and 1988, total resident employment grew by 
15,000. As a result of employment growing 
faster than the number of people available to 
take jobs, unemployment dropped by 3,100 
between 1987 and 1988. With 3,100 fewer 
persons unemployed, Maine's unemployment 
Digitized by o gl1e 
rate fell from 4.4 percent in 1987 to 3.8 percent 
in 1988, setting a 35-year record. The last time 
Maine's rate was 3.8 percent was in 1953. The 
statewide rate compares favorably with the 
national rate which declined from 6.2 percent 
in 1987 to 5.5 percent in 1988. For the eighth 
straight year Maine's unemployment rate fell 
below the national average. During 1988 a 
monthly rate of 2.2 percent was recorded in 
September, representing the lowest recorded 
unemployment rate in Maine since August 
1956. 
Counties 
All counties within Maine, with the exception 
of Waldo and Knox, had unemployment rates 
lower than their 1987 averages. The tightest 
labor markets in 1988, as measured by unem-
ployment rates, were in the southern and 
coastal counties including Cumberland (2.0 
percent), York (2.6 percent), Sagadahoc (2.6 
percent), and Lincoln (2.9 percent). The highest 
1988 unemployment rates were recorded by 
Washington (8.8 percent) and Waldo (7.8 per-
cent) counties. 
Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 
During the past year nonfarm employment 
increased by 4.6 percent, or by 23,100 jobs. 
Growth in nonfarm employment was led by 
the nonmanufacturing sector, similar to the 
Continued on page 2 ... 
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growth registered between 1986 and 1987 
when nonrnanufacturing employment gains 
led to a 4.9 percent increase in nonfarm em-
ployment. 
N onmanufacturing 
Employment in the nonrnanufacturing sector 
increased by 19,300 between 1987 and 1988, 
with the most substantial gains recorded by 
the retail trade, services, and construction 
industries. All other nonrnanufacturing indus-
tries including government; finance, insur-
ance, and real estate; wholesale trade; and 
transportation and public utilities also regis-
tered employment increases over the year. 
During 1988 all-time employment highs were 
reached by several of the nonrnanufacturing 
industries including retail trade; services; con-
struction; wholesale trade; and finance, insur-
ance, and real estate . 
Manufacturing 
Manufacturing employment recorded a 3.7 
percent increase between 1987 and 1988. Dura-
ble goods industries accounted for most of the 
manufacturing employment growth with an 
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increase of 3,600 jobs. Transportation equip-
ment employment rose by 1,800 jobs, mainly 
in shipbuilding, while employment in the 
electronic and other electrical equipment in-
dustry rose by 1,500, as several firms have 
grown significantly over the year. All the other 
durable goods industries recorded employment 
growth over the year with the exception of the 
lumber and wood products and primary metal 
industries. Within the lumber and wood prod-
ucts industry, employment declines were re-
corded in the miscellaneous wood products 
and logging contractors industry groupings. 
Losses in the miscellaneous wood products 
industry were due in part to increased compe-
tition from the plastics industry and the reloca-
tion of plant operations to foreign countries 
with lower labor costs. Logging contractors 
recorded some losses due to increased mecha-
nization of harvesting methods. 
Total employment in nondurable goods indus-
tries remained steady between 1987 and 1988. 
The only significant change by a nondurable 
goods industry was a gain of 500 in the paper 
and allied products industry . 
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Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment 
AHEA I 
MAINE-Statewide ...... . 
MAJOR LABOR MARXETS 
Bangor MSA ..... . . .. .. . 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA .... . 
Portland MSA 
Portsmouth-Dover-
Rochestcr MSA_J/ .. 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ..... . 
Bath-Brunswick ... . . . 
Belfast ............... . . . . . 
Biddeford .......... . ..... . 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset 
Calais-Eastpon ... . ........ . 
Caribou-Presque Isle . . ..... . 
Central Penobscot ......... . 
Dover-Foxcroft. ...... . . . . . . 
Ellswonh .... . ............ . 
Farmington ... . .......... , . 
Fon Kent-Allagash ........ . 
Greenville .. .. . . .. . ... ... . . 
Houlton . .. . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . 
Kittery-York..l/ ... ........ . 
Lincoln-Howland .......... . 
Livermore Falls ........... . 
Madawaska-Van Buren . . .. . . 
Millinocket-East Millinocket . 
Norway-Paris ..... . 
Patten-Island Falls ......... . 
Rockland .. .. .. . . 
Rumford .. ....... .. . . . ... . 
Sanford ............. . . ... , 
Sebago Lakes Region . . .... . 
Skowhegan ..... . . . .. .. . • . . 
Southwest Penobscot ... . , . , 
Waterville . .. . . .. ... . ...• .• 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut ..... . 
Massachusetts . 
New Hampshire . .. . . . . . . . . . 
Rhode Island .... . , . . . . . 
Vermont . . .. . .. .. . . ... ... . 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 
UNITED STATFS~. 
• ·oolnolf"I. 
LABOH FORCE ~ / 
Th,s 
Month 
594.5 
44,000 
42,300 
130,000 
n/a 
33,880 
28,610 
11,300 
27,310 
13,810 
14 ,190 
21 ,620 
2,870 
6,850 
21,630 
12,670 
5,240 
1,480 
5,320 
30,290 
5,340 
4 ,190 
3,780 
3,770 
11, 590 
2,420 
18,450 
8,050 
16,610 
10,980 
21 ,820 
10,240 
23,960 
n/a 
3,135.0 
n/a 
540.7 
n/a 
n/a 
122,120 
Last 
Month 
605.9 
44,000 
42,500 
130,800 
136,900 
34 ,580 
29 ,480 
11,500 
27,640 
14,660 
14,730 
21,770 
2,980 
6,920 
22,970 
12, 720 
5,350 
1,450 
6,060 
30,700 
5,450 
4,160 
3,810 
3,850 
12,250 
2,460 
19,030 
8,520 
16,950 
11,310 
22,620 
10 ,550 
24,150 
1,795.8 
3,146.0 
613.5 
534.4 
304.1 
6, 999, 7 
122,639 
Year 
Ago 
589.5 
43,600 
41, 700 
128,000 
132,600 
33,480 
27 ,840 
II ,660 
26,080 
13,320 
14 ,020 
21,470 
2,690 
6,890 
21,580 
12,680 
5,290 
1,440 
6,050 
29,680 
5,480 
4 , 490 
3,760 
4,190 
12,150 
2,320 
18,100 
8,490 
15,880 
10,840 
21,870 
10,340 
24, 160 
l ,774.3 
3,087.3 
599.3 
525.3 
302.4 
6,878.2 
120 , 206 
in Thousands 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED Number 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
Pt~rcent of 
Labor Fort.:l' 
This 
Month 
573.9 
42,700 
40,600 
127,700 
n/a 
33, 130 
28,110 
10,400 
26,370 
13,320 
13 ,260 
20,060 
2,760 
6,550 
20,600 
12,250 
4,960 
1,370 
5,140 
29, 920 
5,020 
3,980 
3,490 
3,610 
11,010 
2,270 
17,680 
7,640 
15,890 
10,660 
20,720 
9,770 
23,010 
n/a 
3,041.0 
n/a 
522.0 
n/a 
n/a 
115, 978 
Last 
Month 
588.1 
43,000 
41,000 
128,600 
134,600 
33,830 
29,010 
10,810 
27 ,100 
14,180 
13,780 
20,540 
2,900 
6,660 
22,000 
12,350 
5,100 
1,410 
5,850 
30,430 
5,140 
4,030 
3,540 
3,680 
11,840 
2,320 
18,320 
8,030 
16,490 
11,060 
21,610 
10,050 
23 , 410 
1,741.l 
3,035.0 
598.2 
519.8 
295.3 
6,777.5 
116,314 
Year 
Ago 
567.9 
42,300 
39,800 
125,600 
130,500 
32 ,320 
27, 120 
10,750 
25,340 
12,840 
12,980 
19,750 
2,570 
6,610 
20 ,430 
12,190 
5,040 
1,340 
5,830 
29,290 
5,240 
4,200 
3,430 
3,880 
I!, 740 
2,160 
17,550 
8, 120 
15 ,430 
10,570 
20,620 
9,680 
23,290 
I, 718 . 7 
3,005.6 
586,7 
506,9 
29!.3 
6,677.l 
113,679 
This Last 
Month Month 
20.6 
1,300 
1, 700 
2,300 
n/a 
750 
500 
900 
940 
490 
930 
1,560 
110 
300 
1,030 
420 
280 
110 
180 
370 
320 
210 
290 
160 
580 
150 
770 
410 
720 
320 
1,100 
470 
950 
n/a 
94.0 
n/a 
18.7 
n/a 
n/a 
6,142 
17.8 
l,000 
1,500 
2,200 
2,300 
750 
470 
690 
540 
480 
950 
1,230 
80 
260 
970 
370 
250 
40 
210 
270 
310 
130 
270 
170 
410 
140 
710 
490 
460 
250 
1,010 
500 
740 
54 . 7 
111.0 
15 . 3 
14.6 
8.8 
222.2 
6,325 
Year 
Ago 
21.6 
1,300 
1,900 
2,400 
2, 100 
1,160 
720 
910 
740 
480 
1,040 
l, 720 
120 
280 
1,150 
490 
250 
100 
220 
390 
240 
290 
330 
310 
410 
160 
550 
370 
450 
270 
1,250 
660 
870 
55 . 6 
81.8 
12.6 
18.4 
I I. l 
201.1 
6,526 
Tho, Last Year 
Month Month Ago 
3.5 
3,0 
4.0 
!.8 
n/a 
2.2 
!. 7 
8.0 
3,4 
3.5 
6.6 
7.2 
3.8 
4.4 
4.8 
3.3 
5,3 
7 .4 
3.4 
1.2 
6.0 
5.0 
7.7 
4.2 
5.0 
6.2 
4.2 
5.1 
4.3 
2.9 
5.0 
4 . 6 
4.0 
n/a 
3.0 
n/a 
3.5 
n/a 
n/a 
5.0 
2.9 3.7 
2.3 
3.5 
!. 7 
l. 7 
2.2 
1.6 
6.0 
2.0 
3 . 3 
6.4 
5.7 
2.7 
3.8 
4.2 
2.9 
4.7 
2.8 
3,5 
0.9 
5.7 
3 .1 
7.1 
4.4 
3.3 
5.7 
3.7 
5.8 
2 . 7 
2.2 
4.5 
4.7 
3,1 
3.0 
3.5 
2.5 
2.7 
2.9 
3.2 
5.2 
3.0 
4.6 
!.9 
l.6 
3.5 
2.6 
7.8 
2.8 
3.6 
7.4 
8.0 
4.5 
4.1 
5.3 
3.9 
4.7 
6.9 
3.6 
1.3 
4.4 
6.5 
8.8 
7.4 
3.4 
6.9 
3.0 
4.4 
2.8 
2.5 
5. 7 
6.4 
3.6 
3. I 
2.6 
2.1 
3.5 
3. 7 
2.9 
5.4 
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Mid-Month Insured Unemployment (Less Partials) 
ITEM STATEWIUE PORTLAND \1S .·\ LEWISTON-AUHURN MSA 
f\'umht>r o f Con11nucll·Wc.·1..· k CIJimanh 
lnsurcJ Uncm ploy ml"nt Rah: .. .. ... . ....... . . . . 
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J,· :,n, ~i~iti~~"b;···col ,. gle 
This 
Month 
6,653 
1. 3 
Lhl 
~1nnlh 
4,884 
1 . 0 
6, 205 
I. 3 
nw, 
\11)(1(1\ 
636 
0 . 5 
l :1-.1 
Mo nlh 
544 
0.5 
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,\~u 
588 
0 . 5 
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Munth 
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1.6 
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Maine Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment by Place of Work 
In Thousands 
1988 
lTEM 4th Qu,Hter 
Total Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 5JJ . 2 
To1al Manufactunna 109 . 7 
Durable Good, 53.J 
Lumbc-1 and Wood Products . 13 . 7 
PrinHH)' and hlbncatt'd Mctal,; . J . 7 
Industrial M at..·luncr)• and l:.quipmcm 4 . 9 
Elec1ronic and Other Elcc1nc Equ1pmcn1 12 . 0 
Tramporta1ion fqu1pmC'nl 13 . 6 
Other Durable Goods 5 . 4 
ondurablc Goods 56.4 
1-ood and l\mdrt'd Producl\ 7.4 
Tn.1ilc ~l ill Producti. 6. 3 
App.arC'I and Other T~11le Products 3 . 1 
Paper and Allied Producl s 17 . 3 
Pnnlmg and Publt\hmg 5 . 5 
Rubber and Mtil.'.. Pia.me Producu J. 7 
Ua1her and Leat her Product\ 11. 9 
Footwear (except Rubber) 10 . 0 
Other Nondurable C.toods I. 2 
Tot.ii Nonmnnufac1urmg . 423 . 5 
Construclion and M 1mng . 36.1 
Building Com1rucuon . 12 . 6 Special Trnde, Com ra..:1or . 16 . 8 
Transpor1a11on and Publu: U11h11es 21. 6 Whole~lc Trade 25 . 4 Retail Trade 106 . 9 Food Store\ 19. 7 Ea1ina and Orinl..ing Pl:t.(l°'l 32.1 Finance. lnJurancc and Rc-.il fa1ate . 25 . 5 Banl..mg 9 . 1 lnsurana Carncn, Brolers and Agcm, 10 . 1 Scnices . 112. 9 H otels and Other Lod&m& Place5 . . 7 . 8 Bu ln C5\ Ser\' ICC5 12. 2 H cahh Scn,ci:\ . 42 . 5 Federal GO\·crnmcnt 18 . 8 State and Local Go,..ernment 76 . 3 Jm olvtd in Labor·M anagemcnl D 1spu1es .. o.o 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMP l DYMENT 0 6° 
SECURITY IN COO PERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
Previous 
Quan er 
534. 7 
107 . 5 
5 1. 7 
13.6 
3 . 6 
4. 9 
11. 9 
I~ . 8 
4 . 9 
55.8 
8.0 
5. 7 
3 .o 
17 .4 
5.4 
3. 7 
11.3 
9 .5 
1.3 
427 . 2 
37 .8 
13. 5 
17 .o 
21.8 
25. 2 
11 0 . 7 
20 . 2 
38.4 
25. 5 
. 9 .2 
('. 9.9 
'\. ./,.1.9 
14. I 
12 .3 
42 . 9 
18.6 
65 . 7 
1.2 
Year 
Ago 
515.8 
105.6 
49 . 5 
14 .1 
3 . 5 
4 . 4 
11. 0 
11. 3 
5.2 
56.1 
7 .3 
6. 7 
3 . 2 
16. 7 
5.4 
3 .6 
12 .o 
10 . 0 
1. 2 
4 10. 2 
32. 5 
12.6 
14 .5 
:!0.5 
24 .4 
104.8 
19.3 
29.9 
25.1 
8 . 6 
10.3 
109 . 7 
7 . 2 
11. 7 
41. 5 
18.8 
74 . 4 
1.3 
N~ Change to 
Current Quarter From 
Previous Quann- Year Ago 
-1.5 +17 .4 
+2.2 +4. J 
+1. 6 +3 .8 
+O.J ·0. 4 
+0 .1 +0 . 2 
0.0 +() . 5 
+O .J +1. 0 
+0 .8 +2.3 
+0 . 5 +0 . 2 
+0 . 6 +0 . 3 
-0 . 6 +O.I 
+0 . 6 -0 . 4 
+0 . 1 - 0 . 1 
- 0.J +0.6 
+0 . 1 +0.1 
0 . 0 +0.1 
+0 . 6 -0 . 1 
+0.5 o.o 
-0 . 1 o.o 
- 3 .7 +I J . 3 
-1.7 +3.6 
- 0 . 9 o.o 
- 0 . 2 +2 .3 
-0.2 +I.I 
+0 . 2 +1. 0 
-3.8 +2.1 
-0 . 5 +0.4 
-6 .3 +2.2 
o.o +0.4 
-0 . 1 +() . 5 
+0.2 -0.2 
-9.0 +3.2 
-6 . 3 +0.6 
-0 .1 +0.5 
- 0 .4 +1. 0 
+0.2 o.o 
+10 .6 
-1. 2 
111 
+1.9 
-1.3 
U.S. MAIL 
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